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EXT - LEFT FIELD FOUL LI NE - DAY

Mysterious Man BURL wal ks a Great Dane HOBBS near left field
line. Only their | egs and shoes are visible.

MADI SON V. O

My nane is Madison. |’ve grown up
in nmy Mms arns, holding ny Dad’ s
hands, and never did | imagine life

W t hout them But one fine day,
fromout of left field cane the
Conets, and | saw things that
scared ne, and | need to take you
there. I want you to cone with ne.

| want to tell you a story about ny
father, and one of the greatest
ganmes there’s ever been.

| NT. BABY' S ROOM - NI GHT

MOM attenpts to coo crying baby. Car arrives. Footsteps race
upstairs. COACH enters room wearing slow pitch uniform

CQOACH
Sorry! It was four extra innings
before we could pull the wn.

MOM
Madi son’ s been crying for thirty
m nut es.

COACH
| s she burped?

MOM
|"ve tried everything. | don’t know
what’s wong with her.

MADI SON has a teddy bear under arm Red Bop. COACH pl aces
softball underneath baby’s arm Baby burps and stops crying.

COACH
She’ s gonna be a ball player.

MOM
You just got | ucky.



EXT. PITCH NG Cl RCLE - DAY

COACH is within the pitching circle huddled with his team

DESTI NY’ s

COACH
" m proud of everyone of you.
You’ ve never given up, not once,
all year. That's why we’'re in this
chanpi onshi p. This team has heart
like |’ve never seen it.

JOLI E
Can we have a party?

VI VI AN
No! Lets just kick their butts and
go hone.

CQOACH

We need anot her out, then we’l]|
worry about a party, or going hone.

COACH
Leora how many runs are we up?

LEORA
Thr ee coach

COACH
Sophi a how many outs for the w n?

SOPHI A
Just one coach

COACH
K put your hands in here. DESTI NY!
Def ense on Three!

YANELI
Destiny doesn’t coach, renenber?

VI VI AN
Coach we told you. She hasn’t
tal ked since kindergarten.

fearful eyes confirmtruth
COACH

| know, Focus! |’ m sorry DESTI NY.
BRI ANNA, defense on threel
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CONTI NUED: 3.

BRI ANNA
Def ense on three! 1,2,3, Defense!

The pl ayers di sperse. COACH S hol di ng bal |

COACH
MADI SON, all the work we’ ve ever
done brings us to this ganme at this
nmonment. One nore out kid. Mke it
happen.

MADI SON
Dad. |1've got it. Relax.

ANNOUNCER
Wth one out for the win Madi son
Hal | ey stands to conplete a season
undef eated. That's unheard of
f ol ks.
COACH ( DUGOUT)
Conme on Madi son, cone on!
EXT - BATTER S BOX - DAY

Mari ah enters the batter’s box.

EXT - PITCH NG Cl RCLE - DAY

MADI SON t akes position on the rubber, conpletes routine and
pi t ches.

MADI SON's first pitch is fouled to the left field |ine and
stops at HOBB'S and BURL' S feet.

MADI SON smles to Dad with the first strike.

EXT - LEFT FIELD FOUL LI NE - DAY

BURL takes ball and canera rises until face is reveal ed.
BURL rubs ball on shirt and throws back to MADH SON

UWPI RE
Ti ne!
CQOACH
Foul Ball! Way to be! Two nore

stri kes Madi son, two nore! Let’s do
it!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

MADI SON (V. O.)

|"ve thrown a mllion softball wth
nmy father. So what’'s two nore
strikes?

MADI SON CATCHES THROW SHOWS CURI OSI TY FOR BURL. TAKES
PCSI TI ON ON RUBBER, READI NESS STANCE. HAND ROTATES BALL
LOGO HOBBS PASTBALLS - SI NCE 1949.

|* m good when the heat’s on. But

this was no ordinary softball. He
came to see nme. He cane to tell ne
somet hi ng

EXT - BATTER S BOX - DAY
CRYSTAL at bat. MADI SON throws pitch. The ball approaches..

EXT - HOUSE FAM LY ROOM - DAY
A newer pair of cleats and socks lie on floor at door entry.
MADI SON, five years old, cries in over sized clothes.

CQOACH
Does she have a fever?

MOTHER does not answer. COACH feels MADI SON s forehead.

COACH
No fever. Get your cleats on
sweet s.

MADI SON

| don’t want to go to practice!

COACH
Get your cleats on.

MADI SON won’t nove.

MOTHER
She doesn’'t feel well for God' s
sake!

New cl eats are reveal ed on fl oor.

COACH
K 11l get her cleats. This kid's
not quitting things she starts!

Dad’ s puts on MADI SON s cl eats.
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED: 5.

COACH (cont’ d)
Cone on let’s go pal

MADI SON' s refl ection appears on the china cabinet glass as
not her puts di shes away. COACH pi cks up MADI SON, carries her
out front door.

MADI SON
| hate softball

TRANSI TI ON TO PLAYI NG CATCH W TH DAD AT TEN YEARS QLD

EXT. - HOUSE - LATE AFTERNCON

MADI SON 10 plays catch with COACH on the front yard back and
forth in a nostalgic activity of playing baseball w th Dad.

MADI SON (V. Q)
My grandf at her di ed when ny Dad was
just a boy. Dad said that after it
always felt Iike he was playing
baseball in bare feet. My great
grandf at her played pro ball wth
Ted WIIlians and Joe D nmaggi o.
Nobody really know hi mthough
because sonet hi ng happened to his
famly. M Dad says that success
in softball is the sanme road to
success in life. | can't say |
really get it, but | followed his
advi ce as best | could.

COACH calls MADI SON to his side.

COACH
Madi son you' re twenty pounds
lighter than nost kids in your
di vision. So that neans you're
going to have to put twenty pounds
nmore effort into everything you do
out there on the field.

MADI SON
What’ s 20 pounds?

COACH places two ten I b. free weights into MADI SON s hand.

MADI SON
Oh My gosh

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

COACH
Hol d on sweets.

MADI SON drops the wei ghts.
TRANSI TI ON BACK TO THE CHI NA CABI NET REFLECTI ON OF MADI SON

EXT - BATTER S BOX - DAY
The pitch passes the catcher’s gl ove.

UMPI RE
Bal | four!

MARI AH wal ks to first.

EXT - PITCH NG Cl RCLE - DAY

COACH
Come on Madi son. Shake it off! Cone
on! Hang in there.

MADI SON shakes her arm and head. CATCHER t hrows MADI SON t he
bal | .

ANNOUNCER
That puts Mariah on first base.
There's still two outs. Madi son

Hal | ey needi ng one nore out to get
the win and an undef eated season.

Up next for the Bat Attitudes one
of the best hitters in the |eague,
batting .430, its Crystal

KAYLEY - CATCHER
Come on MADI SON. Throw it to ne.

COACH
Come on WMadi son, cone on.
Concentrat e.

EXT - PI TCH NG Cl RCLE

MADI SON t akes stance on the rubber. She pitches..



EXT - IN CAR QUTSI DE OF HOUSE - DAY
MOM and COACH pull SUV al ong side of their hone.

MOM
VWhat ' s MADI SON s schedul e next
week?

COACH

Monday, Wednesday practice for
Wal nut. Tuesday and Thursday Chino
Hlls, and Two Ganes on Saturday.

MOM
And a pitching | esson on Friday
ni ght ?
COACH
Yea. And a pitching | esson on
Fri day night.
MOM
You' re a jerk.
CQOACH
What! You want her to be good don’t
you?
MOM
You signed her up for two | eagues?
CQOACH

| can drop a | eague. Pl ease.

COACH gets out of the SUV and wal ks to back. The pair of
distressed cleats are at his feet. Coach |lifts back door.

CQOACH
W just had a nice weekend together
on our anniversary for crying out
| oud!

MOM
| don’t even come a close second to
your damm pitching net and your
bucket of ball s!

CQOACH
You can’t leave it al one can you.
You have to attack sonething |I |ove

to do with our daughter? And do you
realize that she is very very good
at what she does out there? It’s
sonet hi ng you shoul d be proud of!
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CONTI NUED: 8.

MOM
Hey Coach! Its nme or your bucket of
bal | s!

COACH

Five years of Madison is in that
bucket of balls, so careful what
you ask for!

The truck speeds off and softball equipnent falls out.
MADI SON, bare foot and in uniform is reveal ed on opposite
side of the SUV. She stands near COACH and strewn equi pnent.

COACH wat ches MOM dri ve away.

EXT - PITCH NG Cl RCLE - DAY

Pitched ball flies over the catcher’'s head into the
backst op.

UWPI RE
Bal | four! Take your base young
| ady.

ANNOUNCER
Vel |l that eight straight balls for
Madi son fol ks. |’ve been watching
her all year, |’'ve never seen her
quite this rattled. Hey, but its a
| ot of pressure...

COACH wal ks over to Madi son.

CQOACH
Breath MADI SON. Just relax. Slow it
down.

MADI SON
Are you and Momin a fight?

COACH
What does that have to do with your
pi t chi ng?

MADI SON

Dad |’ m scar ed.

DAD
Just throw your fastball

Madi son back steps and turns to circle.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

ANNOUNCER
That will send Crystal to first,
Mariah to second. The tying run
comng up to the plate now. Its
going to be Anber one of the npst
feared hitters in the | eague.

COACH
Madi son! Cone on Focus! Lets go
Madi son. Cone on!

EXT - PI TCH NG Cl RCLE

Amber readies in the batter’s box.

EXT - PI TCH NG Cl RCLE
MADI SON pi t ches. .

| NT - DOUGHNUT SHOP - DAY

MADI SON | eani ng on the gl ass cases of a donut shop. A man
and his daughter enter the front of the store and approach
donut s.

Madsion is revealed sitting on the floor in bare feet next
to theman and his dughter ordering donuts.

LAWER
You should do it this weekend,
after MADI SON' s ganes. Get with
your wi fe alone and hand her the
paperwork. Stop tal king yourself
out of this.

LAWER and COACH sit at table in donut shop. LAWER handl es
prepared divorce papers.

MADI SON wat ches COACH proceed signing the divorce paperwork.

LAWYER sl ides the divorce papers to COACH in a | arge
envel ope.

Cleats are reveal ed.



10.

EXT - BATTER S BOX - DAY
Madi son’ s pitches ball four

UMPI RE
Bal | Four!

EXT - PITCH NG Cl RCLE - DAY

ANNOUNCER
That’'s twelve straight balls, and
under st andabl Iy the Conet coach is
going to head to the nound, as the
teamrallies around Madi son right
there at the hill.

CQOACH
Ti me Bl uel!

COACH strides to the pitching circle, frustrated.

COACH
MADI SON t hat’ s twel ve straight
balls in a row. Come back to nme
now.

The infielders come to the pitching circle and huddl e.

MADI SON
You' re | eaving ne.

The huddl ed pl ayers becone qui et.

COACH
What ?

MADI SON
| saw you with your |awer friend.

MADI SON i s fighting enotion.

CQOACH
Hey kid. |I'm always your father, no
matter what happens between your
MOM and |. But |’mal so your CQOACH,
and I"'mtheir COACH, and we are a
teamof thirteen. Neither you, nor
I, shall cost this teama
chanmpi onshi p to tal k about business
bet ween your nother and |I. |11
tell you everything after the gane.

COACH shifts the attention to the gane.
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CONTI NUED: 11.

COACH
Alright bring it in. Wre
undef eated. You’ re undefeated ki ds.
And you’ re undefeated cause you
never quit! And that’s not going to
change now. G ve MADI SON sone
encour agenent out there, because we
know she can do it. Alright Brianna
Def ense on three

COACH AND TEAM
Def ense on three. 1,2, 3- defense!

The team encourages MADI SON and di sperses. DESTINY is |ast
to | eave and touches her glove to MADI SON s shoul der

COACH wal ks back to the dugout.

MADI SON
Hey COACH You're a Quitter!

MADI SON turns away from COACH. A tear is on her face.
MADI SON wi pes tear.

THE COMETS yel | encouragenents. The COACH squats with his
hand over his forehead.

AVAYA puts hel met on.
MADI SON and COACH | ook back at one anot her.

ANNOUNCER
Bases | oaded, 7-4 Conets. W are at
the bottom of the last inning here.
Madi son twel ve straight balls.
There just seens sonething wong
with the young | ady.

BRI ANNA, JOLI E AND DESTI NY CHEER ON MADSI ON FROM FI ELD.

ANNOUNCER
So bases | oaded. W have Crstal,
Mari ah and Anber all around the
bases. Amaya | ooking for that one
pitch trying to win this game here
t oday.



12.

EXT - BATTER S BOX - DAY
AMAYA stands in the batter’s box.

EXT- PI TCH NG Cl RCLE - DAY

MADI SON set-up on rubber. Inserts of cleats, eyes, hand,
bal I . MADI SON t hrows THE PI TCH

EXT- BATTER S BOX - DAY

AMAYA hits a grand sl am

EXT - THE FI ELD - DAY

The grand slamball flies magically though t
MADI SON' S teammates watch in awe. The ball f
center field and over a high enbanknent.

he air.
lies to deep

ANNOUNCER
This ball is crushed. | can't
believe it. Folks there’'s a tree up
there on top of the hill the bal
has just gone past.

VI VI AN t hrows her gl ove the ground.
MADI SON runs after the ball in the outfield.

DESTI NY wat ches runners step on second base. She sees one
runner m ss second base. She is the only player who knows
t hi s has occurred.

UWPI RE saw t he runner niss second base.

ANNOUNCER
Wul d you believe it! Bottom of the
inning. Bat Attitudes cone back
fromtrailing 7-4 and they win the
chanmpi onshi p. |1’ve never ever seen
a ball hit so far.

THE BAT ATTI TUDE runners cel ebrate around the bases. THE
COVETS walk in with defeat.

MADI SON runs through outfield and up the enbankment. BURL in

uniformis wal king toward her with the gane ball in his
hand.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 13.
BURL
Hey kid. | think this is your ball

BURL hol d out ball. MADI SON reach out to take it. BURL hol ds
on the ball to speak.

BURL
Twenty pounds.

MADI SON t akes ball and runs down hill back into the playing
field repeating her words.

MADI SON
Twenty pounds! Twenty pounds!

The UMPIRE is engaged with MADI SON s return.
THE COVETS watch and foll ow MADI SON wi t h conf usi on

COACH
Bring it in Mdison!

MADI SON runs within the THE BAT ATTI TUDES cel ebrati on and
begins to tag all the players with the ball. SPECTATORS
enter field.

DESTI NY stands on second base and tries unsuccessfully to
communi cate to MADI SON.

CQOACH
MADI SON. That’s ganme! Stop. It’'s
over. It’s over for God s sake!
COACH pl aces his hands over his eyes.
Suddenly DESTINY' s voice rings out.

DESTI NY
MADI SONI' Throw it to ne!

THE COVETS, SPECTATORS and BAT ATTI TUDES turn their
attention to DESTINY. MADI SON throws the ball to DESTI NY.

The UVPI RE does a dramatic "out" routine.

UWPI RE
You're out! Ball gane!

The COVETS rush to DESTINY to cel ebrate on second base.

The BAT ATTI TUDES MANAGER rushes to the UMPIRE in protest.
The UMPI RE expl ains a runner m ssed second base.

MADI SON runs to her team at second base.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

COACH shows a | ook of disbelief and epi phany in the power of
hi s daughter not quitting, even when gane was clearly over

The COVETS and the BAT ATTI TUDES do a cheer together at
second base. COMETS runs to dugout to cel ebrate.

EXT - QUTFI ELD - DAY

MADI SON and COACH wal k together on infield away from
softball field.

COACH
MADI SON, that was the nost
inspirational play |I have ever
scene in ny life. Ever.

MADI SON
Dad.

COACH
What ?

MADI SON

| don’t even really Iike
softball.(pause) | only play to be
with you.

COACH and MADI SON wal k silently.

MADI SON
Wiy do you do what you do Dad?

The COACH |ifts back of shirt, slides envelop from pants
wi t hout his daughter’s know edge.

COACH
To be with you too kid.

COACH gently places the paperwork into a trash can.
HOBBS bar ks. MADI SON and COACH turn around.
MADI SON
Hey mister. | think this is your
bal I .
MADI SON t osses the ball back to BURL.
MASTER
Good gane kid. One of the best
there’ s ever been.

HOBBS bar ks tw ce.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

MADI SON
Thank you sir.

COACH
Are you..

MASTER
|"ma pitching coach. | travel the
ball fields and help kids |ike your
daughter. In fact, little Billy

Lancaster’s on the nound tonight,
ri ght HOBBS? He’'s schedul ed to Bear
Sone Bad News next week and coul d
use a little help staying in the
stri ke zone.

MADI SON
Say H to Billy for ne.

COACH
Who's Billy?

MADI SON
He’s a pitcher, like ne.

BURL
Hey coach.

MOM approaches fromright field.

MADI SON
Mom

COACH tucks in his shirt. He begins to walk to his wife and
he accidentally knocks over the buck of balls. MOM and

MADI SON | augh at COACH. Both cone to hel p COACH pick up the
buck of balls.

MADI SON (V. Q)
| believe in Destiny.
| believe that life is like a
bucket of balls. Sonetines they get
away fromyou, but if the whole
famly does not |let themget too
far away, they can be put back to
where they bel ong.

Madi son and her nother and father wal k together off the
softball field and into the sunset, as a famly.



